INFORMATION TO ASSIST IN COMPLETING DIRECTIONAL PERMIT APPLICATION 

 Directional Definitions, Requirements & Fees

Directional – a sign that provides directions to a place that is of outstanding interest to the traveling public. These may be publicly or privately natural phenomena; historic, cultural, scientific, educational or religious sites; or areas of natural scenic beauty or naturally suited for outdoor recreation.

Directional signage along regulated routes must be on private property and must maintain a permit and meet the following guidelines:

Message content: Must be limited to the name of the attraction and directions to the attraction. Descriptive words or phrases and pictorial or photographic representations of the activity or attraction, or its environs are prohibited and disqualify the sign from being maintained as a directional sign.

Location requirements:  Sign cannot be within 2000 feet of an interchange along the Interstate system or other freeways. Signs located adjacent to the interstate system shall be within seventy-five (75) air miles of the activity and those adjacent to the primary system shall be within fifty (50) air miles of the activity.

Spacing requirements:  Maximum of three (3) signs per each direction of travel, spaced at least one mile apart, along any one route approaching the attraction.
Maximum overall size: 150 square feet, not to exceed a maximum height of 20 feet or a maximum length of 20 feet. (Example: Height x Width = Total Square Feet; 10’ x 15’ = 150 square feet.) 

The applicant shall complete an application and under a separate letter specify what category(ies) the attraction shall be considered:

 1) publicly or privately owned natural phenomena      2) historic   3) cultural
   4) scientific 

5)  educational or religious sites
6)  areas of natural scenic beauty or naturally suited for outdoor recreation.

Applicant must also submit documentation why the activity is regionally or nationally known and is of outstanding interest to the traveling public. Examples of documentation may include, but not limited, to: historical register, proof of educational tours or seminars, newspaper and magazine articles but not advertising, copies of visitor sign-in sheets or registers, photos, etc.
The applicant shall submit a completed application on the form provided by the Department

along with supporting documentation and the $200.00 application fee payable to Director of  Revenue, Credit Road Fund.

If the Department’s decision is in the affirmative, a permit will be issued. If the permit is denied, the applicant will be notified in writing outlining the specific reasons for refusal. The applicant may appeal the decision of the Department by requesting an informal hearing by the Outdoor Advertising Permit Review Committee by filing a written notice within twenty (20) working days to the Outdoor Advertising Manager, Missouri Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 270, Jefferson City, MO 65102. The applicant shall bear the burden of showing that the Department should issue the permit.     

A directional sign permit is issued for a specific activity or attraction at a specific location for that attraction only. Permits are not transferable. The directional sign must be erected within two years of the issuance date or the permit is void.
