MONROE COUNTY

INCLUDED:

Inv.No.

*MONRO1
*MONRO2
*MONRO3
*MONRO04

MONRO5
MONRO6

MONRO7
MONRO8
*MONRO9
*MONR10
*MONR11
MONR12
*MONR13
MONR14
MONR15
MONR16
MONR17

MONR18
*MONR19

MONR20
MONR21

*MONR22
*MONR23

*MONR24
*MONR25

MHTD

018001.5
024000.1
036001.7
071001.5

093000.6
094000.8

112000.5
117000.2
175000.6
205002.5
209002.6
210000.2
230000.5
233001.3
268002.6
275001.8
303000.6

324000.5
331000.2

334000.8
342001.1

4
353000.6
357001.7

405000.8
446000.7

[Significant feature(s) of bridge given in boldface]
[Field inventoried bridge indicated by asterisk]

Bridge Name

Cook’s Ford Bridge
Santa Fe Bridge

Long Branch Bridge
Long Branch Bridge

Tulip Bridge
County Line Bridge

Middle Grove Bridge
Milligan Creek Bridge
Coal Bank Bridge
Cutright Bridge
Cedar Bluff Bridge
Bee Creek Bridge
Range Line Bridge
Briar Creek Bridge
Alexander Bridge
Elk Fork Bridge
Mud Creek Bridge

Legrand Bridge
Fairgrounds Bridge

Glover Bridge
Otter Creek Bridge

Miles Bridge
Middle Fork Bridge

Edwards Ford Bridge

Roney Ford Bridge

Description

1-112
1914

(replaced)

(replaced)
1- 60’ pinned Pratt bedstead
1911

(replaced)
1- 45 riveted Pratt pony truss
1922
1- 56
1914
1- 42
1902
1-112
1912
1-120°
1929
1-112
1912
1- 75
1908
1-108
1905
1- 34
1912

riveted Pratt bedstead
pinned Pratt bedstead

pinned Pratt through

pinned Pratt pony truss

steel stringer

(replaced)

(replaced)

riveted Pratt pony truss
Martin Wunderlich
(replaced)

1-100
1930

1- 80
1924
1- 45
1905
1- 48
1907

1-102
1910
1- 60
1904
1- 80
1910

riveted Warren bedstead
riveted Warren bedstead

(replaced)

pinned Pratt pony truss

pinned Pratt pony truss

pinned Pratt through truss
Decatur Bridge Co., Decatur IL

Illinois Steel Bridge Company

Dildine Bridge Co., Hannibal

Decatur Bridge Co., Decatur IL

truss
Decatur Bridge Co., Decatur IL
riveted Pratt through truss
Dildine / county work force
pinned Pratt through truss
Decatur Bridge Co., Decatur

pinned Pratt through truss
Pan American Bridge Company

Decatur Bridge Co., Decatur IL

riveted 3-web Pratt pony truss
Dildine Bridge Co., Hannibal

Pan-American Bridge Company
Pan-American Bridge Company

pinned Pratt through truss
Decatur Bridge Co., Decatur IL

Decatur Bridge Co., Decatur IL



MONROE COUNTY

INCLUDED (cont.):

*MONR26 450001.2
MONR27 547001.2
*MONR28 552000.5

MONR29 556002.3
*MONR30 564000.2

MONR31 589000.8
*MONR32 none

EXCLUDED:

Pratt pony truss
023000.6 028001.0

Warren pony truss
J 19 039000.5
507000.9 508000.8

Warren bedstead
070001.3 076001.4

Lattice bedstead
053000.7 091001.2

Concrete slab

Crooked Creek Bridge
Combs Bridge
Crooked Creek Bridge

Clear Creek Bridge
Patterson Bridge

County Line Bridge

Union Covered Bridge

034001.3

040000.4
562002.9

091000.7

094000.7

354001.8

045000.8

270000.8

291000.2

X 993

036001.2

Concrete box culvert

H 132
J 795

H 193
P3

Steel stringer / girder

T 382

073R01.4
241000.4
331000.1
517001.0
590000.3

X 624

077000.9
249000.1
353001.5
527000.8
594000.1

J 163
P 4

002000.8
081000.6
268000.8
366000.8
543R00.1
599000.6

J 164
S 901

050000.4
122000.7
273000.5
376002.2
544003.3

507000.4

167000.6

313001.0

374000.3

J 165
T 381

054000.5
131000.4
297000.2
389000.2
558001.0

pinned Pratt through truss

riveted Warren bedstead
Decatur Bridge Co., Decatur IL
pinned Pratt half-hip pony truss

(replaced)

pinned Pratt pony truss
Decatur Bridge Co., Decatur IL
riveted Warren bedstead
Pan-American Bridge Company
covered timber Burr arch-truss
Joseph C. Elliot, Payson IL

582001.4 588000.4

205001.4 406001.7493000.2

372001.7

J 167
T 829

J 767
331000.4

064000.5
142001.4
310001.0
392001.8
569000.6

065001.0

209002.5234000.3
311000.4322000.2
435001.3510001.2
570000.5583001.0



MONROE COUNTY

SUMMARY:
Primary Secondary Urban Other Total
Included 0 23 0 1 24
Excluded 17 70 0 0 87
17 93 0 1 111 structures



Cook’s Ford Bridge

MONRO1

GENERAL DATA
structure no.:  018001.5
county: Monroe

STRUCTURAL DATA

city/town:

feature inters.:
cadastral grid:
highway route:
highway distr.:
current owner:

1.2 miles west of Santa Fe
Long Branch

S18, TS3N, R8W

County Road 18

3

Monroe County

superstructure: Steel, 7-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss .
substructure:  concrete abutments, wingwalls and (non-original) concrete spill-through

piers

span number: 1

span length: 112.0°
total length: 170.0’°
roadway width: 11.5’

HISTORICAL DATA

condition:
alterations:
floor/decking :
other features:

erection date: 1914; moved 1930

erection cost: $3865.00

fair

truss moved, 1930

concrete deck over steel stringers

upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels
with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
punched rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2
channels with lacing; diagonal: 2 punched
rectangular eyebars; counter: round eyerod
with turnbuckle; lateral bracing: round rod
with threaded ends; strut: 4 angles, braced;
floor beam: I-beam, field-bolted to vertical;
guardrail: steel angle; A-frame portal strut;
portal builder’s plate: 1914 BUILT BY DECAT-
UR BRIDGE Co. / JNO. T. GRIGSBY AGENT
/ T.L. McGEE / E.M. LIPP / B.F. VAUGHN /
JUDGES OF THE COUNTY COURT / M.W.
CALDWELL HIGHWAY ENG. / M.K. CURT-
RIGHT COUNTY CLK

designer: Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL

fabricator :  Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL;
Cambria Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA

contractor:  Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 018001.5; Monroe County Court Record,
Book W: page 48 (7 April 1914); Book X: page 547 (16 September
1929), page 600 (7 July 1930), located at Monroe County Courthouse,
Paris MO; Contract between the Decatur Bridge Company and Monroe
County (14 May 1914) for three steel bridges, located in file drawer at
Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO; field inspection by Carl McWil-
liams and Richard Collier, 6 June 1991.



Cook’s Ford Bridge

sign. rating: 29
evalusion:  NRHP non-eligible (typically configured example of common structural
type, moved to this location)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser 30 July 1991



Long Branch Bridge

MONRO4

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:  071001.5 cityftown: 9.4 miles south of Paris
county: Monroe feature inters.: Long Branch
cadastral grid: S28/29, T53N, R10W
highway route: County Road 71
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe County
STRUCTURAL DATA
superstructure: steel, 4-panel, pin-connected Pratt truss-leg bedstead
substructure:  truss legs with timber backing
span number: 1 condition: fair
span length: 60.0’ alterations: none
total length:  91.0’ fioor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers
roadway width: 11.8’ other features: end post and truss legs: 2 channels with cover

plate and lacing; upper chord: 2 channels
with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
angles with batten plates (outer panels), 2
punched rectangular eyebars (inner panels);
vertical: 4 angles with lacing; diagonal: 2
punched rectangular eyebars; counter: round
eyerod with turnbuckle; lateral bracing:
round rod with threaded ends; floor beam: I-
beam, field-bolted below lower chord; guard-
rail: steel lattice

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :

contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1911

$888.00

Illinois Steel Bridge Company, Jacksonville IL
[llinois Steel Bridge Company, Jacksonville IL;
Lackawanna Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA
Illinois Steel Bridge Company, Jacksonville IL

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 071001.5; Monroe County Court Record,
Book V: page 244 (4 April 1911), located Monroe County Courthouse,
Paris MO; Contract between the Illinois Steel Bridge Company and
Monroe County (4 April 1911), located in file drawer at Monroe County
Courthouse, Paris MO; field inspection by Carl McWilliams and Richard
Collier, 6 June 1991.

42
NRHP non-eligible (typically configured example of common structural

type)
Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992




County Line Bridge

MONRO6

GENERAL DATA
structure no.:.  094000.8 sity/town; 6.2 miles southeast of Middle Grove
county: Monroe feature inters.: Upper Long Branch

cadastral grid: S30/31, T52N/T53N, R11W
highway route: County Road 94

highway distr.: 3

current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: Steel, 3-panel, rigid-connected Pratt pony truss
substructure:  concrete abutments and wingwalls

span number: 1 condition: fair

span length:  45.0’ alterations: unknown

total length:  46.0’ floor/decking : concrete deck over steel stringers
roadway width: 11.7’ other features: Steel angle guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1922

erection cost: $650.00 (contract amount)

designer: Dildine Bridge and Iron Company, Hannibal MO
tabricator :  Dildine Bridge and Iron Company, Hannibal MO
contractor:  Dildine Bridge and Iron Company, Hannibal MO

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 094000.8; Monroe County Court Record,
Book T: page 427 (1 September 1902); Book X: page 156 (17 July
1922), page 162 (21 August 1922) - located at Monroe County Court-
house, Paris MO.

sign. rating: 30
evaluation:  NRHP non-eligible (typically configured example of common structural

type)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992




Middle Grove Bridge

MONRO7

GENERAL DATA
structure no.:  112000.5 city/town: immediately south of Middle Grove
county: Monroe feature inters.: Milligan Creek

cadastral grid: S16/17, T53N, R12W
highway route: County Road 112
highway distr.: 3

current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: steel, 4-panel, rigid-connected Pratt truss-leg bedstead
substructure:  steel pile bent abutments and piers

span number: 1 condition: fair

span length: 56.0° alterations: unknown

total length:  81.0’ floor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers
roadway width: 10.6’ other features: Steel angle guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1914

erection cost: $1645.00

designer: Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
fabricator :  Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
contractor:  Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 112000.5; Monroe County Court Record,
Book S: page 538 (7 June 1897); Book T: page 442 (6 October 1902),
located at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO; Contract between the
Decatur Bridge Company and Monroe County (14 May 1914) for three
steel bridges, located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris
MO.

sign. rating: 37
evaluation:  NRHP non-eligible (technologically undistinguished example of relatively
common structural type)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992




Milligan Creek Bridge

MONROS8

GENERAL DATA
structure no.: 117000.2 city/town: 2.5 miles southwest of Middle Grove
county: Monroe feature inters.: Milligan Creek

cadastral grid: S1 9, T53N, R12W
highway route: county road
highway distr.: 3

current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: Steel, 3-panel, pin-connected Pratt truss-leg bedstead
substructure:  Steel pile bent abutments and piers with timber back- and wingwalls

span number: 1 condition: fair

span length:  42.0 alterations: unknown

total length:  43.0’ floor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers
roadway width: 11.6’ other features: Steel lattice guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1902
erection cost: unknown

designer: unknown
fabricator : unknown
contractor: unknown

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 117000.2; Monroe County Court Record,
Book T: page 442 (6 October 1902), located at Monroe County Court-
house, Paris MO.

sign. rating: 26
evaluation:  NRHP non-eligible (typically configured, inadequately documented exam-
ple of common structural type)

inventoried by: Clayton B Fraser 17 January 1992




Coal Bank Bridge

@ oo

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:

county:

175000.6 city/town: 4.5 miles southeast of Paris
Monroe teature inters.: Elk Fork of the Salt River
cadastral grid: S29/30, T54N, ROW
highway route: County Road 175
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA
superstructure: steel, 7-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss, with steel stringer

substructure:

span number:

span length:
total length:

roadway width:

approach spans
concrete abutments and wingwalls; concrete-filled steel cylinder piers

1 condition: fair
112.0° alterations: none
150.0° floor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers
11.8 other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels

with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
looped rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2 channels
with lacing; diagonal: 2 looped rectangular
eyebars; counter: square eyebar with turnbuck-
le; lateral bracing: round rod with threaded
ends; strut: 2 angles; portal strut: A-frame;
floor beam: I-beam, field-bolted to vertical;
guardrail: steel lattice

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:

designer:
fabricator :

contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

1912

$2650.00

Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL;
Cambria Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA
Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 175000.6; Contract between the Decatur
Bridge Company and Monroe County (5 June 1912) for seven steel brid-
ges, located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO;
field inspection by Carl McWilliams and Richard Collier, 6 June 1991.

35
NRHP non-eligible (typically configured example of common structural

type)

inventoried by: Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby 17 January 1992




Cutright Bridge

MONR10

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:
county:

205002.5 city/town: 3.3 miles southwest of Paris
Monroe feature inters.: Elk Fork of the Salt River
cadastral grid: S26, T54N, R10W
highway route: County Road 205
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:

substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length:
roadway width:

steel, 6-panel, rigid-connected Pratt through truss, with steel stringer
approach spans
concrete abutments and wingwalls; concrete-filled steel cylinder piers

1 condition: fair
120.0° alterations: none
159.00 floor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers
11.8 other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels

with cover and batten plates; lower chord: 2
angles with batten plates; vertical: 4 angles
with lacing; diagonal: 2 angles with batten
plates; lateral bracing: round rod with threaded
ends; strut: 2 angles with bracing; portal strut:
A-frame; floor beam: I-beam, field-bolted to
vertical; guardrail: steel angle

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :

contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1929

$5512.00 (superstructure cost)

Dildine Bridge Company, Cameron MO

Dildine Bridge Company, Cameron MO;

Jones and Laughlin Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA
county work force

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 205002.5; Monroe County Court Record,
Book X: page 534 (22 May 1929), located at Monroe County Courthouse,
Paris MO; field inspection by Carl McWilliams and Richard Collier, 6
June 1991.

40
NRHP non-eligible (typical example of common truss type)

Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992




Cedar Bluff Bridge

. MONR11

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:
county:

209002.6 city/town: 4.0 miles southwest of Paris
Monroe feature inters.: Elk Fork of the Salt River
cadastral grid: S29, T54N, R10W
highway route: County Road 209
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:

substructure:

span number:
span length:
total iength:
roadway width:

steel, 7-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss, with 3-panel, rigid-
connected Pratt pony truss approach span

stone abutment (southeast); concrete abutment (northwest); concrete-
filled steel cylinder piers

1 condition: fair
112.00 alterations:  pony truss approach span added
158.0° foor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers
10.7 other features: Pratt through truss: upper chord: 2 channels

with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
looped rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2 angles
with lacing; diagonal: 2 looped rectangular
eyebars; counter: round eyerod with turnbuck-
le; lateral bracing: round rod with threaded
ends; strut: 2 angles; portal strut: A-frame;
floor beam: I-beam, field-bolted to vertical;
guardrail: steel lattice

With the following exceptions, the Pratt pony
truss is configured the same as the main span:
top chord end post: 2 channels with cover and
batten plates; lower chord: 2 angles with
batten plates; vertical: 1 channel; diagonal:
2 angles with batten plates.

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :

contractor:

references:

‘ sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1912

$2604.00

Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL;
Cambria Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA
Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 209002.6; Contract between the Decatur
Bridge Company and Monroe County (5 June 1912) for seven steel
bridges, located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO;
field inspection by Carl McWilliams and Richard Collier, 6 June 1991.

31
NRHP non-eligible (typical example of common structural type)

Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby 17 January 1992




Bee Creek Bridge

MONR12

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:  210000.2 city/town: 3.9 miles southwest of Paris
county: Monroe feature Inters.: Bee Creek

cadastral grid: S29, T54N, R10W

highway route: County Road 210

highway distr.: 3

current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: Steel, 5-panel, pin-connected Pratt pony truss
substructure:  concrete abutments and wingwalls

span number: 1 condition: fair

span length: 75.0° alterations: unknown

total length:  98.0’ floor/decking : concrete deck over steel stringers
roadway width: 11.5’ other features: steel lattice guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1908

erection cost: unknown
designer: unknown
fabricator :  unknown
contractor: unknown

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 210000.2; Monroe County Court Record,
Book U: page 480 (8 January 1908), located at Monroe County Court-
house, Paris MO.

sign. rating: 34
evaluation: ~ NRHP non-eligible (inadequately documented, technologically undistin-
guished example of common structural type)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992




Range Line Bridge

MONR13

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:
county:

230000.5 city/town: 5.2 miles southwest of Paris
Monroe feature inters.: Elk Fork of the Salt River
cadastral grid: S30/25, TS4N, R10/11W
highway route: County Road 230
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe Counry

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:

substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length :
roadway width:

steel, 6-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss, with steel stringer
approach span
stone abutments; concrete-filled steel cylinder piers

1 condition: fair
108.0° alterations: none
126.0° floor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers

11.7 other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels
with cover and batten plates; lower chord: 2
looped rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2 channels
with lacing (2 looped square eyebars at the
hip); diagonal: 2 looped rectangular eyebars;
counter: round eyerod with turnbuckle; lateral
bracing: round rod with threaded ends; strut:
4 angles with lacing; portal strut: A-frame;
floor beam: I-beam, U-bolted to lower chord
pin; guardrail: steel angle

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :

contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1905

$1,390.00

Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN
Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN;
Cambria Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA
Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 230000.5; Monroe County Court Record,
Book U: page 141 (9 February 1905), page 157 (25 March 1905), located
at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO; field inspection by Carl
McWilliams and Richard Collier, 6 June 1991.

37
NRHP non-eligible (typically configured, well-preserved example of
mainstay structural type)

Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby 17 January 1992




Briar Creek Bridge

MONR14

GENERAL DATA
structure no.: 233001.3
county: Monroe

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: steel stringer

city/town: 6.6 miles west of Paris
feature inters.: Briar Creek

cadastral grid: S15, T54N, R11W
highway route: County Road 233
highway distr.: 3

current owner: Monroe County

substructure:  steel pile bent abutments with timber back- and wingwalls

span number: 1

span length: 34.0
total length: 35.0
roadway width: 12.0’

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1912
erection cost: $361.00

condition: fair

alterations: unknown

fioor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers
other features: unknown

designer: Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
fabricator :  Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
contractor:  Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 233001.3; Contract between the Decatur
Bridge Company and Monroe County (8 June 1912) for three steel brid-
ges, located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO.

sign. rating: 28

evaluation: ~ NRHP non-eligible (typical, small-scale example of exceedingly common
structural type)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992



Mud Creek Bridge

MONR17

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:  303000.6 city/town: 4.8 miles northwest of Madison
county: Monroe feature inters.: Mud Creek
cadastral grid: S21/22, T55N, R12W
highway route: County Road 303
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe County
STRUCTURAL DATA
superstructure: steel, 6-panel, rigid-connected Pratt pony truss
substructure:  concrete abutments and wingwalls
span number: 1 condition: good
span length:  100.0° atterations:  truss moved to this location from multiple-
total length:  102.0’ span bridge
roadway width: 11.8 ficor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers

other teatures: steel angle guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :
contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1930

$60,002.18 (multiple-span bridge contract)
Missouri State Highway Department
unknown

Martin Wunderlich

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 303000.6; Missouri Highway and Trans-
portation Department Primary System Bridge Record, located at Bridge
Division, MHTD, Jefferson City MO.

28
NRHP non-eligible (typical example of MSHD standard truss design,
moved to this location)

Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992




Fairgrounds Bridge

MONR19

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:
county:

331000.2 city/town: Paris

Monroe feature inters.: unnamed stream
cadastral grid: S11, T54N, R10W
highway route: County Road 331
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:

substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length:
roadway width:

steel, 3-web, 4-panel, rigid-connected Pratt pony truss, with steel string-
er approach spans
concrete abutments, wingwalls and piers

1 condition: fair

80.0° alterations: none

101.00 fioor/decking : asphalt over concrete deck, with steel string-
11.7%ers

other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels
with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
angles with batten plates; vertical: 4 angles
with continuous plate; diagonal: 2 angles
with batten plates; lateral bracing: round rod
with threaded ends; floor beam: I-beam,
field-bolted to vertical; guardrail: steel lattice;
concrete sidewalk cantilevered from the north
web of truss

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :

contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1923-24

$2985.00 (superstructure cost)

Dildine Bridge Company, Cameron MO
Dildine Bridge Company, Cameron MO;
Illinois Steel Company, Chicago IL
county work force

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 331000.2; Monroe County Court Record,
Book X: page 222 (4 September 1923), page 231 (6 November 1923),
page 257 (5 May 1924), located at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris
MO; field inspection by Richard Collier and Carl McWilliams, 6 June
1991.

72
NRHP eligible (uniquely configured example of common structural type)

Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby 17 January 1992



Glover Bridge

MONR20
GENERAL DATA
structure no.. 334000.8 city/town: 5.2 miles northwest of Madison
county: Monroe feature inters.: Mud Creek
cadastral grid: SZl, TSSN, R12W
highway route: County Road 334
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe County
STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: Steel, 3-panel, rigid-connected Warren truss-leg bedstead, with steel
stringer approach spans
substructure:  truss-leg piers

span number: 1 condition; fair

span length:  45.0’ alterations: unknown

total length: 74.0 floor/decking : timber deck

roadway width: 11.7’ other features: steel angle guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1905

erection cost:  $573.00 (contract amount)

designer: Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN
fabricator :  Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN
contractor:  Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 334000.8; Monroe County Court Record,
Book U: page 184 (7 August 1905), located at Monroe County Court-
house, Paris MO; Contract between the Pan-American Bridge Company
and Monroe County (13 September 1905) for four steel bridges, located
in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO.

sign. rating: 46
evaluation:  NRHP possibly eligible (early example of common structural type)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992



Otter Creek Bridge

MONR21

GENERAL DATA

structure no.: 342001.1 city/town: 9.3 miles north of Madison
county: Monroe feature inters.: Otter Creek

radastral grid: S4, T55N, R11W

highway route: County Road 342

righway distr.: 3

current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: Steel, 3-panel, rigid-connected Warren truss-leg bedstead
substructure:  truss leg abutments with timber back- and wingwalls

span number: 1 condition: fair

span length: 48.0 alterations: unknown

total length: 49.0 floor/decking : timber deck

roadway width: 11.5’ other features: steel lattice guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1907

erection cost: $535.00 (contract amount)

designer: Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN
fabricator :  Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN
contractor:  Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 342001.1; Contract between the Pan-
American Bridge Company and Monroe County (1 December 1906), lo-
cated in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO.

sign. rating: 30
evaluation: ~ NRHP non-eligible (typically configured example of common structural

type)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992



Middle Fork Bridge

MONR23

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:
county:

357001.7 city/town: 6.1 miles northwest of Paris
Monroe teature inters.: Middle Fork of the Salt River
cadastral grid: S35, T55N, R11W
highway route: County Road 357
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:

substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length:
roadway width:

steel, 6-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss, with lattice pony truss
and steel stringer approach spans

steel pile ben* abutments with timber backwalls; concrete-filled steel
cylinder piers

1 condition: fair
102.0° alterations: none
151.0° floor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers
11.6’ other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels

with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
punched rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2 chan-
nels with lacing; diagonal: 2 punched rectangu-
lar eyebars; counter: square eyebar with turn-
buckle; lateral bracing: round rod with threaded
ends; strut: 2 angles; portal strut: A-frame;
floor beam: [-beam, field-bolted to vertical;
guardrail: steel lattice; portal builder’s plates:
1910 / DECATUR BRIDGE Co. / J.T. GRIGSBY
AGENT / JUDGES / JAS S. ALLEN / JAS T.
UMSTATTD / O.E. BROWN / J.N. MAGRUDER
CO CLERK

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :
contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1910

unknown

Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 357001.7; field inspection by Richard
Collier and Carl McWilliams, 6 June 1991.

37
NRHP non-eligible (typically configured example of common structural

type)

Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992




Edwards Ford Bridge

MONR24

GENERAL DATA
structure no.:.  405000.8 city/town:
county: Monroe feature inters.:

cadastral grid:
highway route:
highway distr.:
current owner:

STRUCTURAL DATA

3.8 miles northwest of Paris
Otter Creek

S21, TS5N, R10W

County Road 405

3

Monroe County

superstructure: Steel, 4-panel, pin-connected Pratt pony truss, with steel stringer approach

spans

substructure:  steel pile bent abutments with timber backwalls; concrete-filled steel

cylinder piers

span number: 1 condition:
span length:  60.0’ alterations:
total length:  97.0’ floor/decking :
roadway width: 11.7’ other features:

HISTORICAL DATA
erection date: 1904

fair

none

timber deck over steel stringers

upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels
with cover and batten plates; lower chord: 2
punched rectangular eyebars; vertical: 4 angles
with lacing; diagonal: 2 punched rectangular
eyebars; counter: round eyerod with turnbuck-
le; lateral bracing: round rod with threaded
ends; floor beam: I-beam, U-bolted to lower
chord pin; guardrail: steel angle; endpost-
mounted bridge plate: Built By Decatur Bridge
Co. Decatur ILL

erection cost: $900.00 (contract amount)

designer: Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
fabricator :  Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
contractor:  Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL

reterences:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 405000.8; Monroe County Court Record,
Book U: page 42 (7 June 1904), page 53 (August 1904), page 147 (6
March 1905), located at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO; Contract
between the Decatur Bridge Company and Monroe County (31 August
1904), located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO;
field inspection by Richard Collier and Carl McWilliams, 6 June 1991.

sign. rating: 42

evaluation:  NRHP non-eligible (typical example of common structural type)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992




Roney Ford Bridge

MONR25

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:

county:

446000.7 clty/town: 5.6 miles northeast of Paris
Monroe feature inters.: Otter Creek

cadastral grid: S20, TS5N, ROW

highway route: County Road 446

highway distr.: 3

current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA
superstructure: steel, 5-panel, pin-connected Pratt pony truss, with steel stringer approach

substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length:

roadway width:

span
concrete abutments and wingwalls; concrete-filled steel cylinder piers
1 condition; fair

80.0° alterations: none
101.0° floor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers

11.9 other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels

with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
punched rectangular eyebars; vertical: 4 angles
with lacing; diagonal: 2 punched rectangular
eyebars; counter: square eyebar with turnbuck-
le; lateral bracing: round rod with threaded
ends; floor beam: I[-beam, field-bolted to ver-
tical; guardrail: steel lattice

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :
contractor :

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

1910

unknown

unknown

Cambria Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA
unknown

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 446000.7; Monroe County Court Record,
Book V: page 96 (7 February 1910), located at Monroe County Court-
house, Paris MO; field inspection by Richard Collier and Carl McWilliams,
6 June 1991.

36
NRHP non-eligible (typically configured, inadequately documented exam-
ple of common structural type)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992




Crooked Creek Bridge

MONR26

GENERAL DATA

structure no.: 450001.2
county: Monroe

STRUCTURAL DATA

city/town:

feature inters.:
cadastral grid:
highway route:
highway distr.:
current owner:

7.8 miles northeast of Paris
Crooked Creek

S5, T55N, ROW

County Road 450

3

Monroe County

superstructure: Steel, 6-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss, with steel stringer
approach spans
substructure:  concrete abutments and wingwalls; concrete-filled steel cylinder piers

span number: 1

span length: 90.0’
total length: 123.0’
roadway width: 11 .8

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1910

erection cost: unknown
designer: unknown
fabricator :  unknown
contractor: unknown

condition:
alterations:
floor/decking :
other features:

fair

none

timber deck over steel stringers

upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels
with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
punched rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2 chan-
nels with lacing; diagonal: 2 punched rectan-
gular eyebars; counter: square eyebar with
turnbuckle; lateral bracing: round rod with
threaded ends; strut: 2 angles; portal strut:
A-frame; floor beam: [-beam, field-bolted to
vertical; guardrail: steel lattice

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 450001.2; Monroe County Court Record,
Book V: page 110 (7 May 1910), located at Monroe County Courthouse,
Paris MO; field inspection by Richard Collier and Carl McWilliams, 6

June 1991.

sign. rating: 31

evaluation:  NRHP non-eligible (typically configured, inadequately documented exam-
ple of common structural type)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser

17 January 1992




Combs Bridge

MONR27

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:. 547001.2 city/town: 12.1 miles north of Paris
county: Monroe feature inters.: Brush Creek
cadastral grid: S14, T56N, R10W
highway route: County Road 547
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: Steel, 3-panel, rigid-connected Warren truss-leg bedstead
substructure:  Steel truss-leg piers

span number: 1 condition: fair

span length: 40.0° alterations: unknown

total length:  65.0’ floor/decking : timber deck

roadway width: 11.7’ other features: steel angle guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1904

erection cost: $484.00 (contract amount)

designer: Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
fabricator :  Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
contractor:  Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 547001.2; Monroe County Court Record,
Book U: page 53 (1 August 1904), page 135 (30 January 1905), located
at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris, Missouri; Contract between the
Decatur Bridge Company and Monroe County (31 August 1904), located
in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO.

sign. rating: 46
evaluaton:  NRHP possibly eligible (early example of relatively common structural

type)

inventorled by: Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992




Crooked Creek Bridge

MONR28

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:
county:

552000.5 city/town: 9.1 miles north of Paris
Monroe feature inters.: Crooked Creek
cadastral grid: S33, TS56N, R10W
Lighway route: County Road 552
Lighway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:

substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length:
roadway width:

steel, 4-panel, pin-connected Pratt half-hip pony truss, with steel stringer
approach spars

steel pile bent abutments with timber back- and wingwalls; concrete-
filled steel cylinder piers

1 ~ondition: poor

64.0’ alterations: bridge closed
104.0° floor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers

11.8 other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels

with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
punched rectangular eyebars; vertical: 4 angles
with lacing; diagonal: 2 punched rectangular
eyebars; counter: round eyerod with turnbuck-
le; lateral bracing: round rod with threaded
ends; floor beam: I[-beam, field-bolted to ver-
tical; guardrail: steel lattice

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :
contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1910

unknown

unknown

Cambria Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA
unknown

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 552000.5; Monroe County Court Record,
Book V: page 110 (7 May 1910), located at Monroe County Courthouse,
Paris MO; field inspection by Richard Collier and Carl McWilliams, 6
June 1991.

32
NRHP non-eligible (typically configured, inadequately documented exam-
ple of common structural type)

Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992



Patterson Bridge

MONR30

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:
county:

564000.2 city/town: 9.6 miles northwest of Paris
Monroe feature inters.: Crooked Creek

cadastral grid: S32, T56N, R10W
highway route: County Road 564
highway distr.: 3

current owner: Monroe County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:

substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length :
roadway width:

steel, 5-panel, pin-connected Pratt pony truss, with steel stringer approach
spans
concrete abutments and wingwalls; concrete-filled steel cylinder piers

1 condition: fair

70.0° alterations:  none

97.00 fioor/decking : concrete deck over steel stringers

10.7° other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels

with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
punched rectangular eyebars; vertical: 4 angles
with lacing; outrider: 2 angles; diagonal: 2
punched rectangular eyebars; counter: square
eyebar with turnbuckle; lateral bracing: round
rod with threaded ends; floor beam: I-beam,
field-bolted to vertical; guardrail: steel angle

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :

contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1913

$2344.00

Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL
Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL;
Cambria Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA
Decatur Bridge Company, Decatur IL

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 564000.2; Monroe County Court Record,
Book V: page 546 (8 February 1913), located at Monroe County
Courthouse, Paris MO; Contract between Decatur Bridge Company and
Monroe County (10 February 1913) for six bridges, located in file drawer
at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO; field inspection by Richard
Collier and Carl McWilliams, 6 June 1991.

38
NRHP non-eligible (typically configured example of common structural

type)

Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992



County Line Bridge

MONR31

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:. 589000.8
county: Monroe

STRUCTURAL DATA

city/town: 8.6 miles north of Madison
feature Inters.: Upper Otter Creek

cadastral grid: S31/36, TS6N, R11/12W
highway route: County Road 589

highway distr.: 3

current owner: Monroe County

superstructure: steel, 3-panel, rigid-connected Warren truss-leg bedstead
substructure:  concrete abutments and wingwalls; steel truss-leg piers

span number: 1

span length: 48.0°
total length: 81.0°
roadway width: 12.1’

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1905
erection cost: $680.00

condition: fair

alterations: unknown

fioor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers
other features: steel guardrails

designer: Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN
fabricator :  Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN
contractor:  Pan-American Bridge Company, New Castle IN

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 589000.8; Contract between Pan-American
Bridge Company and Monroe County (10 April 1905) for two bridges,
located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO.

sign. rating: 46

evaluation:  NRHP possibly eligible (early example of relatively common truss type)

inventoried by: Clayton B. Fraser 17 January 1992



Union Covered Bridge

MONR32

GENERAL DATA

structure no.: TNone citytown: 6.5 miles southwest of Paris
county: Monroe teature inters.: Elk Fork of the Salt River
cadastral grid: 526, T54N, R11W
highway route: vacated county road
highway distr.: 3
current owner: Monroe Counry

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: covered timber Burr arch-truss
substructure: Stone abutments

span number: 1 condition: excellent - restored

span length: 125.0’ alterations: bridge closed to traffic

total length:  130.0’ floor/decking : timber deck over timber stringers

roadway width: 17.6’ ather features: upper chord and inclined end post: double tim-

ber arches bolted to timber verticals; lower
chord: timber; diagonal: timber; lateral bra-
cing: timber; strut: timber with knee braces;
floor beam: timber; wood shingle roof; beveled
horizontal siding on exterior walls

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1871

erection cost: $1 850.00

designer: William L. Smiley
fabricator : none

contractor:  Joseph Elliot, Payson IL

references: ~ Monroe County Court Record, Book M: page 15 (8 April 1870), page 56
(6 June 1870), page 67 (9 June 1870), page 75 (6 July 1870), page 78
(6 July 1870), page 124 (4 October 1870), page 201 (17 January 1871),
page 356 (6 September 1871), page 357 (7 September 1871); Monroe
County Court Record, Book U: page 263 (2 April 1906), page 576 (1
December 1908), located at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO;
"Bridges To Another Time" pp. 14-18 (Fall 1987), by Sue Holst, Missouri
Resource Review; "Covered Bridges" (no date), Missouri Department of
Natural Resources [brochure], located in Jefferson City, Missouri; "En-
gineering and Enterprise Early Metal-Truss Bridges in Ohio" pp. 14-29
(February - March 1985), by David A. Simmons, Timeline, the Ohio His-
torical Society; field inspection by Clayton Fraser, 15 September 1991.

sign. rating: 79

evaluation:  NRHP individually listed (well-preserved, now-rare example of what once
was a mainstay structural type)

inventoried by: Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby 17 January 1992
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HAER INVENTORY

Missouri Historic Bridge Inventory

NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION
Cook’s Ford Bridge (Long Branch Bridge) MONRO1 1914; moved 1930

MHTD: 018001.5

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

County Road 18 over Long Branch; S18, T53N, R8W roadway bridge / roadway bridge

1.2 miles west of Santa Fe; Monroe County, Missouri manna NRHP non-eligible (score: 29)

CONDITION OWNER
fair Monroe County

span number: 1 superstructure: steel, 7-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss

span length: 112.0° substructure:  concrete abutments, wingwalls and (non-original) concrete spill-through piers

total length: 170.0 floor/decking: concrete deck over steel stringers

roadway wdt.: 11.5 other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels with cover plate and lacing; lower chord:

2 punched rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2 channels with lacing; diagonal: 2 punched
rectangular eyebars; counter: round eyerod with turnbuckle; lateral bracing: round rod
with threaded ends; strut: 4 angles, braced; floor beam: I-beam, field-bolted to vertical;
guardrail: steel angle; A-frame portal strut; portal builders plate: 1914 BUILT BY
DECATUR BRIDGE Co. / JNO. T. GRIGSBY AGENT / T.L. McGEE / E.M. LIPP / B.F.
VAUGHN / JUDGES OF THE COUNTY COURT / M.W. CALDWELL HIGHWAY ENG. /
M.K. CURTRIGHT COUNTY CLK.

In April 1914 the Monroe County Court directed county engineer W.W. Caldwell to advertise for bids for the construction of three bridges:
the Middle Grove Bridge across Oldham Creek [MONRO7], the Legrand Bridge south of Woodlawn [MONR18], and the Pleasant Hill
Bridge across the Elk Fork of the Salt River. The following month the court contracted with the Decatur Bridge Company of Illinois for
the structures. Longest of the three with a span length of 112 feet, the Pleasant Hill Bridge cost $3865.00. It featured a pinned Pratt
channel span, supported by steel cylinder piers, with 76 feet of steel stringer approaches. Using steel rolled by the Cambria mills in
Pittsburgh, Decatur Bridge fabricated and erected the three steel spans later that year without report of incident. The Pleasant Hill Bridge
functioned in place for fifteen years on a county road that later was incorporated as part of a state highway. In 1930, however, it was
replaced by a heavier structure by the state highway department. The through truss was at that time moved to the Cook’s Ford over
Long Branch, just west of Santa Fe, where it was re-erected on a new concrete substructure. The bridge has carried vehicular traffic
since, in essentially unaltered condition.

The Pleasant Hill / Cook’s Ford Bridge typifies pinned Pratt truss construction. It is one of thousands of such short-span through trusses
erected on Missouri’s county roads in the early 20th century and is one of hundreds of such spans remaining in place today.

NPS FORM 10-909 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/88) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 371 27, Washington, DC 20013-7127




NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Cook’s Ford Bridge (Long Branch Bridge)

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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SOURCES
Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 018001.5; Monroe County Court

Record, Book W: page 48 (7 April 1914); Book X: page 547 (16 September 1929), page 600 (7 July 1930), located at Monroe County
Courthouse, Paris MO; Contract between the Decatur Bridge Company and Monroe County (14 May 1914) for three steel bridges, located
in file drawer -at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO; field inspection by Carl McWilliams and Richard Collier, 6 June 1991.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Clayton B. Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 17 January 1992
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HAER INVENTORY

Missouri Historic Bridge Inventory

NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION
Coal Bank Bridge (Elk Fork Bridge) MONROQ09 1912

MHTD: 175000.6

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

County Road 175 over Elk Fork of the Salt River; S29/30, T54N, ROW roadway bridge / roadway bridge

4.5 miles southeast of Paris; Monroe County, Missouri ratva NRHP non-eligible (score: 35)

CONDITION OWNER
fair Monroe County

span number: 1 superstructure: steel, 7-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss, with steel stringer approach spans
span length: 112.0° substructure:  concrete abutments and wingwalls; concrete-filled steel cylinder piers

total length:  150.0° floor/decking: timber deck wver steel stringers

roadway wdt.: 11.8 other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels with cover plate and lacing; lower chord:

2 looped rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2 channels with lacing; diagonal: 2 looped
rectangular eyebars; counter: square eyebar with turnbuckle; lateral bracing: round rod
with threaded ends; strut: 2 angles; portal strut: A-frame; floor beam: [-beam, field-
bolted to vertical; guardrail: steel lattice

This steel structure spans the Elk Fork of the Salt River some four miles southeast of Paris, the Monroe County seat. Located in
southeastern Monroe County, the pinned Pratt through bridge dates to 1912. The Monroe County Court contracted with Decatur Bridge
Company of Decatur, Illinois, that June to build seven bridges for the inclusive sum of $9854.00. One of the seven bridges designated
to be erected in the ensuing six months, the Coal Bank Bridge would cost $2650.00. Decatur Bridge used steel components rolled in
Pittsburgh by the Cambria Steel Works to fabricate this pin-connected Pratt truss, erecting it on steel cylinder piers later that year. Since
its completion, the Coal Bank Bridge has carried traffic with few alterations.

In Missouri, the pinned Pratt through truss was the bridge of choice for short- and medium-span applications in the late 19th and early
20th centuries. As a result, thousands of Pratts were built across the state, and today Pratts constitute the most populous group of
through trusses. With modest dimensions and standard design and detailing, the Coal Bank Bridge is a technologically undistinguished
example of this mainstay structural type.

NPS FORM 10-908 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/86) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127




NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Coal Bank Bridge (Elk Fork Bridge)

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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SOURCES

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 175000.6; Contract between the

Decatur Bridge Company and Monroe County (5 June 1912) for seven steel bridges, located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse,
Paris MO; field inspection by Carl McWilliams and Richard Collier, 6 June 1991.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 17 January 1992
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HAER INVENTORY

Missouri Historic Bridge Inventory

NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION
Cedar Bluff Bridge (Elk Fork Bridge) MONRI11 1912

MHTD: 209002.6

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

County Road 209 over Elk Fork of the Salt River; S29, TS4N, R10W roadway bridge / roadway bridge

4.0 miles southwest of Paris; Monroe County, Missouri ranne NRHP non-eligible (score: 31)

CONDITION OWNER

fair Monroe County

span number: 1 superstructure: steel, 7-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss, with 3-panel, rigid-connected Pratt pony
span length: 112.0¢ : truss approach span

total length: 158.0’ substructure: stone abutment (southeast); concrete abutment (northwest); concrete-filled steel cylinder
roadway wdt.: 10.7 piers

floor/decking: timber deck over steel stringers

other features: Pratt through truss: upper chord: 2 channels with cover plate and lacing; lower chord:
2 looped rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2 angles with lacing; diagonal: 2 looped
rectangular eyebars; counter: round eyerod with turnbuckle; lateral bracing: round rod
with threaded ends; strut: 2 angles; portal strut: A-frame; floor beam: I-beam, field-
bolted to vertical; guardrail: steel lattice;
With the following exceptions, the Pratt pony truss is configured the same as the main
span: top chord end post: 2 channels with cover and batten plates; lower chord: 2 angles
with batten plates; vertical: 1 channel; diagonal: 2 angles with batten plates.

Located in south-central Monroe County four miles southwest of Paris, this bridge spans the Elk Fork of the Salt River. The structure -
a pin-connected Pratt through truss supported by steel tubes - is known locally as the Cedar Bluff Bridge. Early in 1912 the Monroe
County Court solicited bids for the Cedar Bluff Bridge and several other steel spans. The court in June awarded the contract to fabricate
and erect the Cedar Bluff Bridge to the Decatur Bridge Company of Decatur, Illinois, for $2604.00. Using steel components produced
by the Cambria Steel Works of Pittsburgh, Decatur Bridge built this short-span through truss later that year. The riveted Pratt pony truss
was added at an unknown later date, but the structure has undergone relatively few alterations as it has functioned in place to the
present. The Cedar Bluff Bridge is a representative example of the pin-connected Pratt truss - a mainstay structural type used extensively
throughout Missouri in the early 20th century.

NPS FORM 10-509 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/886) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Intetior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127




NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Cedar Bluff Bridge (Elk Fork Bridge)

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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SOURCES
Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 209002.6; Contract between the

Decatur Bridge Company and Monroe County (5 June 1912) for seven steel bridges, located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse,
Paris MO; field inspection by Carl McWilliams and Richard Collier, 6 June 1991.

DATE

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION
17 January 1992

Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby Fraserdesign, Loveland CO
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Missouri Historic Bridge Inventory

NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION

Range Line Bridge (Elk Fork Bridge) MONR13 1905

MHTD: 230000.5

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

County Road 230 over Elk Fork of the Salt River; S30/25, T54N, R10/11W roadway bridge / roadway bridge

5.2 miles southwest of Paris; Monroe County, Missouri ran NRHP non-eligible (score: 37)

CONDITION OWNER

fair Monroe County

span number: 1 superstructure: steel, 6-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss, with steel stringer approach span
span length:  108.0’ substructure:  stone abutments; concrete-filled steel cylinder piers

total length:  126.0° floor/decking: timber deck over steel stringers

roadway wdt.: 11.7 other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels with cover and batten plates; lower chord:

2 looped rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2 channels with lacing (2 looped square eyebars
at the hip); diagonal: 2 looped rectangular eyebars; counter: round eyerod with
turnbuckle; lateral bracing: round rod with threaded ends; strut: 4 angles with lacing;
portal strut: A-frame; floor beam: I-beam, U-bolted to lower chord pin; guardrail: steel
angle

Located in south-central Monroe County, this pin-connected Pratt through truss carries a gravel-surfaced county road across the Elk Fork
of the Salt River. County records indicate that competitive bids were accepted to build this bridge - called the Range Line Bridge - in
March 1905, in response to a petition from a sizeable contingent of area residents. Typical of the day, the petitioners agreed to deliver
materials to site, in order to help offset construction costs. The Fzn American Bridge Company of New Castle, Indiana, won the contract
to construct the Range Line Bridge and seven other steel spans for $6495.00. This structure possesses a high degree of physical integrity,
despite its slightly damaged approach guardrail. Since its completion in 1905, the Range Line Bridge has carried traffic in this heavily
viflc;odelc-l1 Monroe County setting. It is a typically configured, modestly scaled example of a mainstay structural type - the pinned Pratt
through truss.

NPS FORM 10-909 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/86) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127




NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Range Line Bridge (Elk Fork Bridge)

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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LOCATION MAP

TAKEN FROM MISSOURI HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP

SOURCES
Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 230000.5; Monroe County Court

Record, Book U: page 141 (9 February 1905), page 157 (25 March 1905), located at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO; field
inspection by Carl McWilliams and Richard Collier, 6 June 1991.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 17 January 1992
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NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION
Fairgrounds Bridge MONR19 1923-24

MHTD: 331000.2

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

County Road 331 over unnamed stream; S11, T54N, R10W roadway bridge / roadway bridge

Paris;  Monroe County, Missouri RATING NRHP eligible (score: 72)

CONDITION OWNER

fair Monroe County

span number: 1 superstructure:  steel, 3-web, 4-panel, rigid-connected Pratt pony truss, with steel stringer approach spans
span length:  80.0° substructure:  concrete abutments, wingwalls and piers

total length: 101.0° floor/decking: asphalt over concrete deck, with steel stringers

roadway wdt.: 11.7 other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels with cover plate and lacing; lower chord:

2 angles with batten plates; vertical: 4 angles with continuous plate; diagonal: 2 angles
with batten plates; lateral bracing: round rod with threaded ends; floor beam: [-beam,
field-bolted to vertical;, guardrail: steel lattice; concrete sidewalk cantilevered from the
north web of truss

Completed in late 1923, the Fairgrounds Bridge spans an unnamed stream in Paris, the Monroe County seat. This atypically configured
structure consists of a riveted, 3-web Pratt pony truss with steel lattice guardrails and a concrete sidewalk cantilevered from the truss’s
north web. In September 1923 the Monroe County Court ordered a permanent bridge built across the stream to the county fairgrounds
in Paris in time for the 1924 county fair. Presumably the structure was needed to carry the increased vehicular and pedestrian traffic
during fair season. The county solicited bids for the steel superstructure and in November awarded the contract to Dildine Bridge
Company of Hannibal, Missouri, to fabricate the truss for $2985.00. Because Dildine was infrequently employed in Monroe County, this
bridge company was an unusual choice for the court. Using steel components rolled by the Illinois Steel Company, Dildine fabricated
the bridge and shipped it to Paris, where it was assembled by local labor. Since its completion, the Fairgrounds Bridge continues to carry
standard traffic in Paris. The lower chords and stringers have recently been refurbished, but the riveted Pratt truss remains in unaltered

and well-preserved condition.

The Pratt web composition of the Fairgrounds Bridge is one that has been used on thousands of county bridges throughout Missouri.
What distinguishes this structure from its common counterparts, however, is the triple-web configuration. Evidently intended to separate
the two lanes of traffic traveling to and from the county fairgrounds, the center web is an exceedingly rare feature - the only one of its
kind identified by the statewide bridge inventory.

NPS FORM 10-909 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/86) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127




NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Fairgrounds Bridge

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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TAKEN FROM MISSOURI HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP

SOURCES
Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 331000.2; Monroe County Court
Record, Book X: page 222 (4 September 1923), page 231 (6 November 1923), page 257 (5 May 1924), located at Monroe County
Courthouse, Paris MO; field inspection by Richard Collier and Carl McWilliams, 6 June 1991.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 17 January 1992




@ @ @
HAER INVENTORY

Missouri Historic Bridge Inventory

NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION

Glover Bridge MONR20 1905

MHTD: 334000.8

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

County Road 334 over Mud Creek; S21, T55N, R12W roadway bridge / roadway bridge

5.2 miles northwest of Madison; Monroe County, Missouri ratne NRHP possibly eligible (score: 46)

CONDITION OWNER
fair Monroe County

span number: 1 superstructure: steel, 3-panel, rigid-connected Warren truss-leg bedstead, with steel stringer approach spans
span length:  45.0’ substructure:  truss-leg piers

total length:  74.0° floor/decking: timber deck

roadway wdt.: 11.7 other features: steel angle guardrails

Located some five miles northwest of Madison, this small-scale steel truss carries a gravel-surfaced county road over Mud Creek. The
bridge is comprised of a single rigid-connected Warren bedstead truss, supported by its original bedstead legs. Known locally as the
Glover Bridge for its proximity to the farm of James Glover, this structure dates to 1905. That August the Monroe County Court directed
county road and bridge engineer John Grigsby to erect three small bridges: a span just east of Madison, a span across Glen Creek south
of Middle Grove, and this span northwest of Madison. Grigsby contracted wit the Pan-American Bridge Company of New Castle,
Indiana-Monroe County’s perennial bridge builder-to fabricate and erect the bridges. Completed later in 1905, the Glover Bridge has
functioned in place, with only maintenance-related repairs.

In a bedstead truss, a single "leg" functioned as both end post and support at each corner of the structure. This combined super- and
substructure reduced erection costs somewhat, but bedsteads were prey to flood and collision damage and suffered from inherent
structural weaknesses relating to compression stress in the lower chords. Despite these weaknesses, numerous truss leg bedsteads were
erected throughout Missouri in the late 1890s and early 1900s. Hundreds remain in place today; in fact, Missouri has probably more
bedsteads than any other state. The majority of these employ pinned Pratt web configurations. A relatively smaller number of bedsteads
hav(eia_\{varren webs. The Glover Bridge is distinguished among these later structures for its early construction date and well-preserved
condition.

NPS FORM 10-909 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/86) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 371 27, Washington, DC 20013-7127
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PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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SOURCES
Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 334000.8; Monroe County Court
Record, Book U: page 184 (7 August 1905), located at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO; Contract between the Pan-American Bridge
Company and Monroe County (13 September 1905) for four steel bridges, located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris
MO.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Clayton B. Fraser Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 17 January 1992
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NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION
Miles Bridge MONR22 1912

MHTD: 353000.6

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

County Road 353 over Middle Fork of the Salt River; S30/25, TS5N, R11/12W roadway bridge / roadway bridge

4.2 miles north of Madison; Monroe County, Missouri ranne NRHP determined non-eligible (score: 37)

CONDITION OWNER
fair Monroe County

span number: 1 superstructure: steel, 6-panel, pin-connected Pratt through truss, with lattice pony truss approach spans
span length:  90.0 substructure:  steel pile bent abutments at grade with timber backwalls; concrete-filled steel cylinder
total length:  150.0° piers

roadway wdt.: 11.7° floor/decking: timber deck over steel stringers

other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels with cover plate and lacing; lower chord:
2 punched rectangular eyebars; vertical: 2 channels with lacing; diagonal: 2 punched
rectangular eyebars; counter: square eyebar with turnbuckle; lateral bracing: round rod
with threaded ends; strut: 2 angles; portal strut: A-frame; floor beam: [-beam, field-
bolted to vertical; guardrail: steel lattice; portal builder’s plate: 1912 / JUDGES / T.A.
McGEE / B.F. VAUGHN/ E.M. LIPP / M.K. CURTRIGHT COUNTY CLERK/ M.W.
CALDWELL COUNTY ENGR. / BUILT BY/ DECATUR BRIDGE Co. / DECATUR, ILL. /
J.T. GRIGSBY AGENT.

The Miles Bridge carries a gravel-surfaced county road over the Salt River some four miles north of Madison. This pinned Pratt through
truss dates to 1912. In May of that year, according to county records, the Monroe County Court ordered the Miles Bridge built, provided
that the local citizens upgrade the approach road at no cost to the county. After reviewing several bids for the project, the court awarded
a contract to fabricate and erect the bridge to the Decatur Bridge Company of Decatur, Illinois. The agreement also included the
construction of an additional seven bridges in the county for the aggregate sum of $9854.00. Located in western Monroe County, the
Miles Bridge features steel lattice guardrails and 2-panel pony truss approach spans on both ends of the through truss. A builder’s plate
on the bridge lists the county court members, Monroe County Highway Engineer and the contractor. This bridge continues to carry traffic
and maintains an average degree of historical integrity. It is a typically configured, modestly scaled example of the truss type built
extensively throughout Missouri in the early 20th century.

NPS FORM 10-909 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/86) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127




NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Miles Bridge (Middle Fork Bridge)

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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SOURCES

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 353000.6; Monroe County Court
Record, Book V: page 435 (8 May 1912), located at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO; Contract between the Decatur Bridge
Company and Monroe County (6 June 1912), located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris MO; field inspection by Richard
Collier and Carl McWilliams, 6 June 1991.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 17 January 1992
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NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION
Combs Bridge MONR27 1904

MHTD: 547001.2

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

County Road 547 over Brush Creek; S14, T56N, R10W roadway bridge / roadway bridge

12.1 miles north of Paris; Monroe County, Missouri ratma NRHP possibly eligible (score: 46)

CONDITION OWNER
fair Monroe County

span number: 1 superstructure: steel, 3-panel, rigid-connected Warren truss-leg bedstead
span length:  40.0° substructure:  steel truss-leg piers

total length:  65.0° floor/decking: timber deck

roadway wdt.: 11.7 other features: steel angle guardrails

Located some 12 miles north of Paris, the Monroe County seat, this small-scale steel truss carries a gravel-surfaced county road over Brush
Creek. The bridge is comprised of a single rigid-connected Warren bedstead truss, supported by its original bedstead legs. Known locally
as the Combs Bridge, this structure dates to 1904. That August the Monroe County Court contracted with the Midland Bridge Company
of Kansas City to fabricate and erect two small bridges: a 60-foot span across Otter Creek at the Edwards Ford [MONR24] and this 40-
foot span across Brush Creek. At some point, the contract was transferred from Midland to the Decatur Bridge Company of Decatur,
Mlinois; the Illinois firm was paid for the completion of both bridges in January 1905. Cost of the Combs Bridge: $484.00. Since its
completion, the Combs Bridge has functioned in place, with only maintenance-related repairs.

In a bedstead truss, a single "leg" functioned as both end post and support at each corner of the structure. This combined super- and
substructure reduced erection costs somewhat, but bedsteads were prey to flood and collision damage and suffered from inherent
structural weaknesses relating to compression stress in the lower chords. “Despite these weaknesses, numerous truss leg bedsteads were
erected throughout Missouri in the late 1890s and early 1900s. Hundreds remain in place today; in fact, Missouri has probably more
bedsteads than any other state. The majority of these employ pinned Pratt web configurations. A relatively smaller number of bedsteads
have Warren webs. The Combs Bridge is distinguished among these later structures for its early construction date and well-preserved
condition.

NPS FORM 10-609 Historic American Bulldings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/08) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127




NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Combs Bridge

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION

LOCATION MAP

TAKEN FROM MISSOURI HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP

SOURCES

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 547001.2; Monroe County Court
Record, Book U: page 53 (1 August 1904), page 135 (30 January 1905), located at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris, Missouri; Contract
between the Decatur Bridge Company and Monroe County (31 August 1904), located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse, Paris
MO.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Clayton B. Fraser Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 17 January 1992
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NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION

County Line Bridge MONR31 1905

MHTD: 589000.8

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

County Road 589 over Upper Otter Creek; S31/36, TS6N, R11/12W roadway bridge / roadway bridge

8.6 miles north of Madison; Monroe County, Missouri ratvé  NRHP possibly eligible (score: 46)

CONDITION OWNER
fair Monroe County

span number: 1 superstructure: steel, 3-panel, rigid-connected Warren truss-leg bedstead
span length:  48.0’ substructure:  concrete abutments and wingwalls; steel pile bent piers
total length:  81.0’ floor/decking: timber deck over steel stringers

roadway wdt.: 12.1 other features: steel guardrails

Located almost nine miles north of Madison, this small-scale steel truss carries a gravel-surfaced county road over Upper Otter Creek on
the Monroe/Shelby County line. The bridge is comprised of a single rigid-connected Warren bedstead truss, supported by its original
bedstead legs and approached by steel stringer spans. The County Line Bridge, as it was called at the time of its construction, dates to
1905. That April the Monroe County Court ordered built two small bridges on the line with Shelby County: a 24-foot steel stringer span
and this 48-foot bedstead with strigner approaches. The court contracted with the Pan-American Bridge Company of New Castle,
Indiana-Monroe County’s perennial bridge builder-to fabricate and erect the bridges. Completed later in 1905, the County Line Bridge
has functioned in place, with only maintenance-related repairs.

In a bedstead truss, a single "leg" functioned as both end post and support at each corner of the structure. This combined super- and
substructure reduced erection costs somewhat, but bedsteads were prey to flood and collision damage and suffered from inherent
structural weaknesses relating to compression stress in the lower chords. "Despite these weaknesses, numerous truss leg bedsteads were
erected throughout Missouri in the late 1890s and early 1900s. Hundreds remain in place today; in fact, Missouri has probably more
bedsteads than any other state. The majority of these employ pinned Pratt web configurations. A relatively smaller number of bedsteads
have Warren webs. The County Line Bridge is distinguished among these later structures for its early construction date and well-
preserved condition.

NPS FORM 10-909 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/88) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127
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PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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SOURCES
Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 589000.8; Contract between Pan-
American Bridge Company and Monroe County (10 April 1905) for two bridges, located in file drawer at Monroe County Courthouse,
Paris MO.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Clayton B. Fraser Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 17 January 1992
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NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION

Union Covered Bridge MONR32 1871

MHTD: none

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CU!

vacated county road over Elk Fork of the Salt River; S26, T54N, R11W roadway bridge / pedestrian bridge

6.5 miles southwest of Paris; Monroe County, Missouri rane NRHP individually listed (score: 79)

CONDITION OWNER
good - restored Monroe County

span number: 1 superstructure: covered timber Burr arch-truss

span length: 125.0 substructure:  stone abutments

total length:  130.0° floor/decking: timber deck over timber stringers

roadway wdt.: 17.6’ other features: upper chord and inclined end post: double timber arches bolted to timber verticals; lower

chord: timber; diagonal: timber; lateral bracing: timber; strut: timber with knee braces;
floor beam: timber; wood shingle roof; beveled horizontal siding on exterior walls

Named for the nearby Union Church, the Union Covered Bridge spans the Elk Fork of the Salt River on the old Paris to Fayette Road.
The present covered bridge is the third bridge to occupy this site. An open wooden bridge was first built at this location in 1849. After
being washed out, however, this first structure was replaced by another wooden bridge in 1858. It too suffered extensive damage ten
years later and was subsequently condemned by the Monroe County Court. In April 1870 the court ordered a third bridge built at the
site, appropriating $5000.00 toward its construction. After several petitions for and against the bridge, the county court awarded the
construction contract to Joseph Elliot of Payson, Illinois. Prior to this time, Elliot had erected four covered bridges in Monroe County
based on an arch-truss design by Theodore Burr. William L. Smiley was given $500.00 by Monroe County for drafting the plans and
specifications for the covered bridge. Completed in 1871, the single-span timber Burr arch-truss features stone abutments, beveled
horizontal siding on the exterior walls and a wood-shingled roof. The structure, which was restored in 1968 by the Missouri State Park
Board, is now the centerpiece of a small state park. It carries only pedestrian traffic, with its physical and historical integrity intact.

During the early- to mid-19th century, timber was used almost exclusively for roadway bridges in rural Missouri. The ready availability
and concomitant low cost of timber contributed to the popularity of wooden bridges. Because wooden structural members could not long
withstand the forces of nature, such bridges were often covered to provide protection and thus increase their longevity. After the
industrial revolution and the proliferation of iron foundries and fabrication shops, though, timber bridges, covered or otherwise, were
eclipsed by all-iron trusses. Early covered bridges typically employed Burr arch-truss (designed by Theodore Burr of Pennsylvania in
1804), Town lattice (patented by Ithiel Town in 1820), or Howe truss (patented by William Howe in 1840) superstructures, along with
such lesser known truss types as Smith trusses. The Union Covered Bridge, like all of the timber trusses built in the county by Illinois
contractor Joseph Elliot, featured a Burr arch-truss that sprang into massive stone abutments. It is the last of its kind remaining in
Missouri.

NPS FORM 10-909 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/86) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127
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NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Union Covered Bridge

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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SOURCES

Monroe County Court Record, Book M: page 15 (8 April 1870), page 56 (6 June 1870), page 67 (9 June 1870), page 75 (6 July 1870),
page 78 (6 July 1870), page 124 (4 October 1870), page 201 (17 January 1871), page 356 (6 September 1871), page 357 (7 September
1871); Monroe County Court Record, Book U: page 263 (2 April 1906), page 576 (1 December 1908), located at Monroe County
Courthouse, Paris MO; "Bridges To Another Time" pp. 14-18 (Fall 1987), by Sue Holst, Missouri Resource Review; "Covered Bridges"
(no date), Missouri Department of Natural Resources [brochure], located in Jefferson City, Missouri; "Engineering and Enterprise Early

Metal-Truss Bridges in Ohio" pp. 14-29 (February - March 1985), by David A. Simmons, Timeline, the Ohio Historical Society; field
inspection by Clayton Fraser, 15 September 1991.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Clayton Fraser and Michelle Crow-Dolby Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 17 January 1992




In 1967 the State of Missouri took over stewardship of its remaining covered bridges. Administered as State Historic Sites by the
Department of Natural Resources, four such bridges still exist, and each has been listed individually in the National Register of Historic
Places. In addition to the Union Covered Bridge, Missouri’s three other covered bridges include the Sandy Creek Covered Bridge near

Hillsboro, the Burfordville Covered Bridge at the Bollinger Mill State Historic Site, and the Locust Creek Covered Bridge near Laclede in
Linn County.

NPS FORM 10-909 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/86) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127
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