CAPE GIRARDEAU COUNTY

INCLUDED: [Significant feature(s) of bridge given in boldface]
[Field inventoried bridge indicated by asterisk]

Inv. No. MHTD
CAPEO1 G 467R
CAPEO2 G 514R
CAPEO3 K 27
CAPEO4 K 768
*CAPEOS K 948R1
CAPEO6 L 297R
CAPEQ7 . 069500.1
*CAPEO8  141001.3
*CAPEO9  151001.0
CAPE10  162001.2
CAPE11 210002.5
*CAPE12  275000.1
EXCLUDED:

Pratt pony truss

G 29 G 513R

Warren pony truss

G 28R H 573
Steel stringer

J 883 J 884R

L 297R S 291

T 842 U0695006

029002.0 030000.6

054001.1 066001.2

075002.8 075003.9

Bridge Name

2-120
1923

Millersville Bridge

Byrds Creek Bridge 1-100°
1923
Bridge 3-120
Castor River Bridge 3-110
1938
Cape Girardeau Bridge 2-671’
1928
Bridge 3-150
1949

Cape La Croix Ck. Bridge

Description

riveted Pratt through truss
Muskogee Contracting Company
riveted Pratt through truss
Muskogee Contracting Company
(replaced)

steel plate through girder
Condon, Cunningham, Lemmon
riveted cantilever through truss
American Bridge Company,
U.G.I. Contracting Company
steel plate deck girder

R.B. Potashnick

(replaced)

Bridge 1- 45 riveted Pratt/Warren pony truss
c1920 R.L. Miller and Co. (prob.)
Bridge 1-120° riveted Pratt through truss
1938
Bridge 1- 21’ concrete deck girder
c1920
L. Whitewater R. Bridge 1- 80’ pinned Pratt pony truss
c1915
Burfordville Bridge 1-130° timber Howe truss [covered]
1858 Joseph Lansmon
083000.0 233001.9
J 225R J 885 014002.6 041000.6 161002.7
J 886R K 247 L 259 L 277R L 278R
S 532 S 675 S 844 S 948 T 788
X 921 Y 302 006001.2 011001.2 020000.0
047002.2 048001.5 051001.3 053002.0 054000.2
067000.9 069500.8 071000.0 072002.0 075000.5
077002.0 079001.0 104000.4 113000.3 122000.8



CAPE GIRARDEAU COUNTY

EXCLUDED (cont.):

Steel stringer

157001.1 166000.2 168000.7 168002.1 169000.9 189000.1 195001.1
195001.8 209001.8 221R00.4 221000.7 224002.2 225001.1 227000.2
234000.3 235002.2 255001.7 256000.6 257001.9 271000.4 273000.1
276000.1
Steel girder
U0695005
Concrete girder
G 27R H 144R H 429R H 431R H 572R1 H 574 H 613R
J 56R J 151R J 328R1 K 684R U0695004 U2150001 X 891
024001.0 215000.2
Concrete slab
G 853R G 854R U2150002 039000.4 136000.2
Concrete box culvert
H 427 H 428 H 611 H 612 H 758R2 J 224 S 756
S 949 U0695002 U0695007 X 409 X 571 X 922 X 953
024001.6 067001.4 077003.1 104001.1 186000.9 207000.2 224001.5
227000.7 233001.7
SUMMARY:

Primary Secondary Urban Other Total
Included 5 4 0 1 10
Excluded 49 68 10 0 127

54 72 10 1 137 structures



Millersville Bridge

CAPEO1
GENERAL DATA
structure no.:. G 467R city/town: Millersville

county: Cape Girardeau feature inters.: Whitewater Creek
cadastral grid: S23/26, T32N, R11E
highway route: Missouri State Highway 72
highway distr.: 10

current owner: Missouri Highway and Transportation Depart-
ment

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: steel, 6-panel, rigid-connected Pratt through truss
substructure:  concrete abutments, wingwalls and piers

span number: 2 condition: gOOd

span length:  120.0° aterations:  guardrails replaced, 1973

total length:  245.0° floor/decking : concrete deck over steel stringers
roadway width: 22.5’ other features: Armco guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1923

erection cost: $32,401.82

designer: Missouri State Highway Department
fabricator : unknown

contractor:  Muskogee Contracting Company

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. G 467R; Primary System Bridge Record,
located at the Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Jeffer-
son City MO.

sign. rating: 41
evaluation: ~ NRHP non-eligible (undistinguished example of rigid-connected truss
construction)

inventoried by: Michelle Crow-Dolby 12 May 1993



Byrds Creek Bridge

CAPE(Q2

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:

G 514R city/town: 4.6 miles west of Jackson

county: Cape Girardeau feature inters.: Byrds Creek

cadastral grid: S5, T31N, R12E
highway route: U.S. Highway 72
highway distr.: 10

current owner: Missouri Highway and Transportation Depart-
ment

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:
substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length:
roadway width:

steel, 5-panel, rigid-connected Pratt through truss
concrete abutments and wingwalls

1 condition: good

100.0° atterations:  guardrails replaced, 1973

104.0° floor/decking : concrete deck over steel stringers
22.5 other teatures: Armco guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :
contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1923

$14,305.61

Missouri State Highway Department
unknown

Muskogee Contracting Company

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. G 514R; Primary System Bridge Record,
located at the Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Jeffer-
son City MO; Cape Girardeau County Court Record U: page 387 (7
February 1905), page 477 (4 May 1905), n.p. (3 July 1905) - located at
Cape Girardeau County Courthouse, Jackson MO.

36
NRHP non-eligible (typical example of a common truss design)

Michelle Crow-Dolby 12 May 1993



Castor River Bridge

CAPEO4

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:. K 768 city/town: 6.4 miles west of Delta

county: Cape Girardeau feature inters.: Castor River Diversion Channel
cadastral grid: S5, T29N, R11E
highway route: State Supplementary Route N
highway distr.: 10

current owner: Missouri Highway and Transportation Depart-
ment

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: Steel plate through girder, skewed
substructure:  concrete abutments, wingwalls and piers

span number: 1; 2 condition: good

span fength:  110.0’; 70.0’ atterations: none

total length: 261.0’ floor/decking : concrete deck over steel stringers
roadway width: 22.0’ other features: unknown

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1939

erection cost: $38,716.82

designer: Missouri State Highway Department
fabricator : unknown

contractor:  Condon, Cunningham and Lemmon

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. K 768; Primary System Bridge Record,
located at the Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Jeffer-
son City, MO.

sign. rating: 54
evaluation: ~ NRHP possibly eligible (a typically configured, long-span example of
MSHD beam bridge design)

inventoried by: Michelle Crow-Dolby 12 May 1993



Cape Girardeau Bridge

CAPEO5S

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:
county: Cape

K 948R1 city/town: Cape Girardeau
Girardeau MO feature inters.: MiSSiSSippi River

Alexander IL cadastral grid: S1, T30N, R13E

highway route: Missouri State Highway 146
highway distr.: 10

current owner: Missouri Highway and Transportation Depart-
ment / [llinois Department of Transportation

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:

substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length:
roadway width:

steel, rigid-connected, cantilevered through truss; 6, 14-panel, rigid-
connected Parker through truss approach spans at the east end; 2 plate
girder approach spans and 6, transverse-ribbed, concrete slab approach
spans at the west end

concrete abutments and piers; steel pile bent pier between plate girder
approach spans

2 condition: gOOd
671.0° alterations: none
4744.0 floor/decking : concrete deck over steel stringers

20.0 other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 built-up
channels with cover plate and lacing; lower
chord: 2 built-up channels with lacing; verti-
cal: 4 angles with lacing; diagonal: 4 angles
with lacing; lateral bracing: 4 angles with
lacing - top, 2 angles - bottom; strut: 4 an-
gles with lacing, braced; floor beam: plate
girder; guardrail: 3 channels; builder’s plate:
Erected 1927 By The Cape Girardeau Bridge
Co Harrington, Howard and Ash Consulting
Engineers American Bridge Co The U.G.L
Contracting Co Contractors

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :
contractor:

references:

1927-28

$1,600,000.00

Harrington, Howard and Ash, Kansas City MO

American Bridge Company, Pittsburgh PA

American Bridge Company, Pittsburgh PA (superstructure);

United Gas and Improvement Company, Philadelphia PA (substructure)

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. K 948R1; Primary System Bridge Record,
located at the Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Jeffer-
son City MO; Cape Girardeau Bulletin: "Traffic Bridge to Be Free Satur-
day" (28 June 1957), "History of the Cape Girardeau Bridge" (25 July
1968), "Know Your City... Cape Girardeau Bridge" (5 September 1969),



Cape Girardeau Bridge

"Mississippi River Bridge Here Rich in History" (24 May 1983), "The
River City of Cape Girardeau and Its Environs" (13 September 1984);
Southeast Missourian: "Fifty Years Ago: Dreams of Steel" (3 September
1978), "Cape Girardeau’s Mississippi River Bridge" (June 1982); Action:
The Chamber News: "Cape Girardeau’s Mississippi River Bridge" (June
1982); field inspection by Richard Collier, 24 March 1992.

sign. rating: 66
evaluation:  NRHP possibly eligible (excellent example of long-span truss design)

inventorled by: Michelle Crow-Dolby 12 May 1993




Bridge

CAPEO6

GENERAL DATA
structure no.:. [ 297R city/town: 5.1 miles east of Blomeyer
county: Cape Girardeau feature inters.:Drainage Ditch No. 2

cadastral grid: S26, T30N, R13E
highway route: [nterstate Highway 55
highway distr.: 10

current owner: Missouri Highway and Transportation Depart-
ment

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: steel continuous plate deck girders; 30 continuous steel stringer ap-
proach spans
substructure: ~ concrete abutments, wingwalls and hammerhead spill-through piers

span number: 1; 2 condition: good

span length: 150.0’; 120.0’ atterations: deck repaired, 1988

total length: 1471.0° floor/decking : concrete deck over steel stringers
roadway width: 28.0’ other features: steel angle guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: 1949

erection cost: $476,581.50

designer: Missouri State Highway Department
fabricator : unknown

contractor: R.B. Potashnick

reterences:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. L 297R; Primary System Bridge Record,
located at the Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Jeffer-
son City MO; Cape Girardeau County Court Record X: page 512 (3
October 1910) - located at Cape Girardeau County Courthouse, Jackson
MO.

sign. rating: 53
evaluation: ~ NRHP possibly eligible (longest example in inventory of this MSHD
beam bridge type)

inventoried by: Michelle Crow-Dolby 12 May 1993



Bridge

CAPEO8

GENERAL DATA

structure no.: 141001.3 city/town:
county: Cape Girardeau feature inters.:
Bollinger cadastral grid:
highway route:
highway distr.:
current owner:

STRUCTURAL DATA

8.1 miles southwest of Delta

Drainage Ditch No. 8

S29, T29N, R11E

County Road 141

10

Cape Girardeau County / Bollinger County

superstructure: Steel, 4-panel, rigid-connected Pratt/Warren pony truss
substructure:  timber pile bent piers with timber back- and wingwalls

span number: 1 condition:
span length:  45.0’ aiterations:
total length : 46.0 floor/decking :
roadway width: 11.0’ other features:

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: ¢1920
erection cost: Unknown

fair

none

timber deck over steel stringers

upper chord and inclined end post: I-beam;
lower chord: 2 angles with batten plates;
vertical: 1 channel; diagonal: 1 channel;
lateral bracing: round rod with threaded ends;
floor beam: [-beams; guardrail: 2 angles

designer: R.L. Miller and Company, St. Louis MO [probable]

fabricator : unknown

contractor:  R.L. Miller and Company, St. Louis MO [probable]

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 141001.3; field inspection by Richard

Collier, 25 March 1992.

sign. rating: 33

evaluation:  NRHP non-eligible (an uncommon structural type, but lacking in docu-

mentation)

inventoried by: Michelle Crow-Dolby 12 May 1993



Bridge

CAPEQ9

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:

151001.0 city/town: 1.4 miles southwest of Whitewater

county: Cape Girardeau feature inters.: Headwater Diversion Channel

cadastral grid: S34/ 35, T30N, R11E
highway route: County Road 151
highway distr.: 10

current owner: Cape Girardeau County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:

substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length:
roadway width:

steel, 6-panel, rigid-connected Pratt through truss, with 1 steel stringer
approach span at the south end
concrete abutments, wingwalls and pier

1 condition: fair
120.0 alterations: none
153.0° floor/decking : timber deck over steel stringers
15.5 other features: Upper chord and inclined end post: 2 channels

with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2
angles with batten plates; vertical: 2 channels
with lacing; diagonal: 2 angles with batten
plates; lateral bracing: 1 angle - bottom, 4
angles with lacing - top; strut: 4 angles,
laced with angle knee braces; floor beam: I-
beam; guardrail: 2 channels

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :
contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1938

unknown

Missouri State Highway Department
Ilinois Steel Company, Chicago IL
unknown

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 151001.0; Cape Girardeau County Court
Record 32: page 87 (3 October 1938) -located at Cape Girardeau Coun-
ty Courthouse, Jackson MO; field inspection by Richard Collier and Carl
McWilliams, 25 March 1992.

33
NRHP determined non-eligible (largely undocumented, late example of a
mainstay structural type)

Michelle Crow-Dolby 12 May 1993



Bridge

CAPE10

GENERAL DATA

structure no.. 162001.2
county: Cape Girardeau

STRUCTURAL DATA

city/town: 3.1 miles west of Dutchtown
feature inters.: drainage ditch

cadastral grid: S21, T30N, R12E

highway route: County Road 162

highway distr.: 10

current owner: Cape Girardeau County

superstructure: concrete deck girder
substructure:  concrete abutments and wingwalls

span number: 1

span length: 21.0°
total length: 22.0°
roadway width: 16.1°

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: ¢1920
erection cost: unknown
designer: unknown
fabricator : nomne
contractor: unknown

condition: falr

alterations: unknown
floor/decking : concrete deck

other features: low concrete curbs

references:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 162001.2.

sign, rating: 26

evaluation: ~ NRHP non-eligible (a short-span example of a rudimentary concrete de-

sign)

inventoried by: Michelle Crow-Dolby 12 May 1993



Little Whitewater River Bridge
CAPE11

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:  210002.5 city/town: 1.5 miles northwest of Millersville
county: Cape Girardeau feature inters.: Little Whitewater River

cadastral grid: S15, T32N, R11E

highway route: County Road 210

highway distr.: 10

current owner: Cape Girardeau County

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure: Steel, 5-panel, pin-connected Pratt pony truss
substructure: ~ concrete abutments and wingwalls; concrete spill-through, hammerhead

piers
span number: 1 condition: fair
span length:  80.0’ alterations: truss moved or substructure replaced
total length: 125.0’ floor/decking : timber deck
roadway width: 12.0’ other features: steel pipe guardrails

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date: ¢c1915

erection cost: unknown
designer: unknown
fabricator : unknown
contractor: unknown

reterences:  Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 210002.5.

sign. rating: 26
evaluation:  NRHP non-eligible (a longer-than-average pin-connected Pratt pony
truss, one of hundreds of similar undocumented structures)

inventoried by: Michelle Crow-Dolby 12 May 1993



Burfordville Covered Bridge

CAPE12

GENERAL DATA

structure no.:

275000.1 city/town: Burfordville

county: Cape Girardeau feature inters.: Whitewater River

cadastral grid: S14, T31N, R11E

highway route: county road

highway distr.: 10

current owner: Missouri Department of Natural Resources

STRUCTURAL DATA

superstructure:
substructure:

span number:
span length:
total length:
roadway width:

covered timber Howe truss
stone abutments

1 condition: good

130.0° alterations: restored

140.0° floor/decking : timber deck over heavy timber stringers
11.8 other features: gable roof with 2x6 rafters and 2x4 collar

ties; upper chord, end posts, lower chord,
diagonal, lateral bracing, floor beams, and
guardrails: all heavy timbers; vertical: iron
rods; chiseled in the abutment at the
northeast corner is the inscription: 1858 J.L.

HISTORICAL DATA

erection date:
erection cost:
designer:
fabricator :
contractor:

references:

sign. rating:
evaluation:

inventoried by:

1858; 1868

unknown

unknown

none

Joseph Lansmon, Cape Girardeau MO

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory
and Appraisal: Structure No. 275000.1; "Missouri Census of 1840 (Cape
Girardeau County); "1860 Federal Census" (Cape Girardeau County,
Missouri); Cape Girardeau Plat Book 1 (1858); Cape Girardeau County
Court Record W: page 141 (3 March 1908), page 142 (3 March 1908),
page 286 (5 August 1908), page 349 (1 October 1908) - located at
Cape Girardeau County Courthouse, Jackson MO; Southeast Missourian
"Burfordville Bridge Opens After Repairs" (17 November 1985), "Bur-
fordville... Then and Now" (23 March 1986); National Register of His-
toric Places Inventory - Nomination Form: "Burfordville Covered Bridge"
5 March 1970); field inspection by Richard Collier, 26 March 1992

83
NRHP individually listed, 1970 (one of only four covered bridges in
Missouri)

Michelle Crow-Dolby 12 May 1993
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HAER INVENTORY

Missouri Historic Bridge Inventory

NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION
Castor River Bridge CAPEO4 1939

MHTD: K 768

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CU

State Supplementary Route N over Castor River Diversion Channel; S5, T29N, R11Ehighway bridge / highway bridge

6.4 miles west of Delta; Cape Girardeau County, Missouri manNa NRHP possibly eligible (score: 54)

CONDITION OWNER

good Missouri Highway and Transportation Department

span number: 1; 2 superstructure: steel plate through girder, skewed

span length:  110.0’; 70.0° substructure:  concrete abutments, wingwalls and piers
total length: 261.0° floor/decking: concrete deck over steel stringers
roadway wdt.: 22.0° other features: unknown

This multiple-span bridge carries State Supplementary Route N over the Castor River at a rural crossing west of Delta. The structure
consists of a single long-span, riveted plate through girder, flanked by a pair of shorter through girder approach spans; the superstructure
is supported by concrete piers and abutments. The Castor River Bridge was engineered by the Missouri State Highway Department late
in 1938. Designating the project as Federal Aid Secondary Project 4A(1), the agency solicited competitive proposals in June. In
December the state highway commission awarded a contract to build the bridge to Condon, Cunningham & Lemmon. The contractors
apparently completed the structure in 1939 for $38,716.82. Since that time the bridge has functioned in place, with only minor
maintenance-related repairs.

Through the 1930s and 1940s, the Missouri State Highway Department designed and built progressively longer steel beam bridges, using

both rolled and plate girders in through and deck configurations. This culminated at the end of the decade with spans around 150 feet.

Other longer girders had been built elsewhere in the country, but for Missouri, this represented a noteworthy technological feat. With

%)ts 110-foot through girder span and 1938 construction date, the Castor River Bridge is noteworthy as one of these long-span beam
ridges.

NPS FORM 10-909 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/88) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127




NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Castor River Bridge

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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TAKEN FROM MISSOURI HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP

SOURCES

Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. K 768; Primary System Bridge
Record, located at the Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Jefferson City, MO.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Clayton B. Fraser Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 15 January 1994
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Missourl Historic Bridge Inventory

NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION

Cape Girardeau Bridge (Mississippi River Bridge) CAPEQS 1927-28

MHTD: K 948R1

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

Missouri State Highway 146 over Mississippi River; S1, T30N, R13E highway toll bridge / highway bridge

Cape Girardeau; Cape Girardeau MO / Alexander IL County, Missouri manve NRHP potentially eligible (score: 66)

CONDITION OWNER

good Missouri Highway and Transportation Department / Illinois Department of Transportation

span number: 2 superstructure: steel, rigid-connected, cantilevered through truss; 6, 14-panel, rigid-connected Parker
span length: 671.0° through truss approach spans at the east end; 2 plate girder approach spans and 6,
total length:  4744.0° transverse-ribbed, concrete slab approach spans at the west end

roadway wdt.: 20.0° substructure:  concrete abutments and piers; steel pile bent pier between plate girder approach spans

floor/decking: concrete deck over steel stringers

other features: upper chord and inclined end post: 2 built-up channels with cover plate and lacing; lower
chord: 2 built-up channels with lacing; vertical: 4 angles with lacing; diagonal: 4 angles
with lacing; lateral bracing: 4 angles with lacing - top, 2 angles - bottom; strut: 4 angles
with lacing, braced; floor beam: plate girder; guardrail: 3 channels; builder's plate:
Erected 1927 By The Cape Girardeau Bridge Co Harrington, Howard and Ash Consulting
Engineers American Bridge Co The U.G.I. Contracting Co Contractors

The Cape Girardeau Bridge carries Missouri State Highway 146 over the Mississippi River at Cape Girardeau, in southeastern Missouri.
From east to west the structure is comprised of: six rigid-connected Parker through truss approach spans; two cantilever through truss
channel spans, two plate girder approach spans, and six concrete deck girder approach spans. Linking southeastern Missouri with the
greater Middle Mississippi Valley, the structure was completed in the summer ofP 1928. Formally dedicated at a special pageant held on
September 3rd of that year, the bridge was hailed as "The Gateway to the Ozarks" and was championed as a connection between the
state’s Bootheel region and eastern metropoli such as Chicago and Memphis. Local business leaders had begun to push for a crossing
here in 1919, but it was not until the Cape Girardeau Chamber of Commerce formed a "Bridge Committee" some six years later, that the
project began to get off the ground. The bridge’s construction was spearheaded by the Cape Girardeau Bridge Company, which financed
the venture through the sale of preferred stock and mortgage bonds. After its completion, the bridge operated as a toll crossing until
June 1957. The bridge has functioned as a free crossing since that time.

Bridges over the Mississippi River comprise some of America’s longest examples of vehicular steel truss construction. With over 400 miles
fronting on the great river, Missouri possesses several notable Mississippi River bridges. Seven of these, including the Cape Girardeau
Bridge, are included in the statewide historic bridge inventory, and are all individually eligible for the National Register. With an overall
span length of over 4700 feet, the Cape Girardeau Bridge ranks among Missouri’s most monumental examples of steel truss construction.
Featuring a cantilevered design, and multiple Parker, plate girder and concrete approach spans, the structure clearly ranks as a superlative
example of its type. The bridge possesses additional importance, having served on a major highway, as a pivotal interstate crossing.

NPS FORM 10-809 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/86) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127




NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Cape Girardeau Bridge (Mississippi River Bridge)

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION

LOCATION MAP

TAKEN FROM MISSOURI HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP

SOURCES
Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. K 948R1 ; Primary System Bridge
Record, located at the Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Jefferson City MO; Cape Girardeau Bulletin: "Traffic Bridge
to Be Free Saturday" (28 June 1957), "History of the Cape Girardeau Bridge" (25 July 1968), "Know Your City... Cape Girardeau Bridge"
(5 September 1969), "Mississippi River Bridge Here Rich in History" (24 May 1983), "The River City of Cape Girardeau and Its Environs"
(13 September 1984); Southeast Missourian: "Fifty Years Ago: Dreams of Steel" (3 September 1978), "Cape Girardeau’s Mississippi River
Bridge" (June 1982); Action: The Chamber News: "Cape Girardeau’s Mississippi River Bridge" (June 1982); field inspection by Richard
Collier, 24 March 1992.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Michelle Crow-Dolby Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 12 May 1992
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Missouri Historic Bridge Inventory

NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION

Ditch No. 2 Bridge CAPEQ6 1949

MHTD: L 297R

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)

Interstate Highway 55 over Drainage Ditch No. 2; S26, T30N, R13E highway bridge / highway bridge

5.1 miles east of Blomeyer; Cape Girardeau County, Missouri rRaniNé  NRHP possibly eligible (score: 53)

CONDITION OWNER
good Missouri Highway and Transportation Department

span number: 1; 2 superstructure: steel continuous plate deck girders; 30 continuous steel stringer approach spans
span length:  150.0°; 120.0° substructure:  concrete abutments, wingwalls and hammerhead spill-through piers

total length: 1471.0° floor/decking: concrete deck over steel stringers

roadway wdt.: 28.0’ other features: steel angle guardrails

This multiple-span bridge carries Interstate Highway 55 over the headwater diversion channel of Drainage Ditch No. 2, at a rural crossing
east of Blomeyer. The structure consists of a series of three long-span, riveted plate deck girders, with a series of 30 steel stringer
approach spans, all supported by spill-through concrete piers. The bridge was engineered by the Missouri State Highway Commission
Bureau of Bridges early in 1949. Designating the project as FI-289(6)a, the agency solicited competitive proposals in June. A month
later the state highway commission awarded a construction contract to R.B. Potashnick. Potashnick’s crew completed the structure later
ﬂ%at year for $476,581.50; since that time the bridge has functioned in place, with deck repairs undertaken in 1988 as the only alteration
of note.

Through the 1930s and 1940s, the Missouri State Highway Department designed and built progressively longer steel beam bridges, using
both rolled and plate girders in through and deck configurations. This culminated at the end of the decade with spans around 150 feet.
Other longer girders had been built elsewhere in the country, but for Missouri, this represented a noteworthy technological feat. With
its 150-foot deck girder spans, this bridge in Cape Girardeau County is distinguished as the longest beam bridge identified in the statewide
inventory. Although built late in the milieu of bridge construction in Missouri, it is significant as the ultimate extension in the state of
this utilitarian structural type.

NPS FORM 10-909 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
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Missouri Historic Bridge Inventory

NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION
Burfordville Covered Bridge CAPE12 1858; 1868

MHTD: 275000.1

LOCATION USE (ORIGINAL / CURRENT)
county road over Whitewater River; S14, T31N, R11E toll road bridge / closed

Burfordville; Cape Girardeau County, Missouri ratiné NRHP individually listed, 1970 (score: 83)

CONDITION OWNER

good Missouri Department of Natural Resources

span number: 1 superstructure: covered timber Howe truss

span length: 130.0’ substructure:  stone abutments

total length:  140.0’ floor/decking: timber deck over heavy timber stringers

roadway wdt.: 11.8 other features: gable roof with 2x6 rafters and 2x4 collar ties; upper chord, end posts, lower chord,

diagonal, lateral bracing, floor beams, and guardrails: all heavy timbers; vertical: iron
rods; chiseled in the abutment at the northeast corner is the inscription: 1858 J.L.

During the nineteenth century the covered timber bridge was a mainstay means of spanning streams and rivers on roadways throughout
rural America. During this era, the ready availability and concomitant low cost of timber contributed to the popularity of wooden bridges.
Moreover, because wooden structural members could not long withstand the forces of nature, such bridges were often covered to provide
protection, and thus increase their longevity. After the industrial revolution, timber bridges, covered or otherwise, were eclipsed first
by all iron, and later by steel trusses. Early covered bridges were usually Kingpost or Queenpost trusses (both used for shorter crossings),
a Burr Arch-Truss (patented by Theodore Burr of Pennsylvania in 1804), or a Town Lattice Truss (patented by Ithiel Town in 1820).
In 1840 William Howe of Massachusetts patented a new truss design which featured diagonal wooden members acting in compression,
combined with iron verticals acting in tension. Located adjacent to the historic Bollinger Mill, the Burfordville Bridge is an example of
a Howe Truss design.

Because it was built as a toll crossing by a private company (the Cape Girardeau McAdamized and Plank Road Company), the construction
of the Burfordville Bridge was not recorded in county records. References to the crossing (regarding repairs) first appear in minutes of
the Cape Girardeau County Court in 1908. Secondary sources indicate that Joseph Lansmon of Cape Girardeau began work on the
crossing in 1858, and indeed, the initials "J.L." and the date "1858" are chiseled in the abutment at the bridge’s northeast corner. The
sources further suggest that work on the bridge was suspended during the Civil War, and that the crossing was then not completed until
1868. This may have been the case, but a more plausible theory may be that the entire crossing was completed circa 1858, that the
wooden truss was burned during the war, and was then replaced in 1868 by a new bridge, built on the original stone abutments. Such
bridges were typically built in less than a year’s time, and if construction began in 1858, the crossing would likely have been completed
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well in advance of the war. During the conflict, Bollinger Mill was operated by the sons of Sarah (Bollinger) Daugherty, Samuel and
George Daugherty. The Daugherty’s were confederate sympathizers, and to prevent them from passing flour and meal to the confederates,
Union troops raided the site in late August and early September 1861. In the three day attack, Union soldiers confiscated grain, wrecked
machinery, and eventually set fire to the mill and a nearby house. Historical accounts of the event do not mention the bridge, but if
it was in existence, the troops likely burned it as well. Whether a new bridge was built in 1868, or the original crossing simply took
ten years to complete, the Burfordville Covered Bridge is Missouri’s oldest remaining vehicular crossing.

In more recent times, the bridge was extensively renovated in 1950 by the Missouri State Highway Commission. The bridge and mill
were obtained by the Cape Girardeau Historical Society in 1954, and they have since been managed jointly as a historic site. In 1967
the State of Missouri took over stewardship of its remaining covered bridges. Administered as State Historic Sites by the Department
of Natural Resources, four such bridges still exist, and have each been listed in the National Register of Historic Places. In addition to
the Burfordville Bridge, Missouri’s three other covered bridges include the Sandy Creek Covered Bridge near Hillsboro, the Locust Creek
Covered Bridge in Linn County, and the Union Covered Bridge near Paris in Monroe County. The Burfordville Bridge was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places in 1970.

The historical significance of the Burfordville Covered Bridge can hardly be overstated. One of only four covered bridges left in the state,
the crossing is a rare, well-preserved, example of bridge construction from the mid-19th century, prior to the proliferation of iron and
steel trusses.

NPS FORM 10-809 Historic American Buildings Survey / Historic American Engineering Record
(4/88) National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127




NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE
Burfordville Covered Bridge

PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION

e

§
-
S/

Y TIRCKsON

M o i2s
K 3 ey - ;e
. DR Z3 ]
RN ow:
N surrorovie Ll P® XY A Sy
. R N P 3P e I
te N [ ¢ . 1> S
: R Cebeel: o vt
R0, cmaa
Lad e L N .

i A 3
Y IR, ToRavEL HiLL Y ! 5 &

O SR Sal an v

h}N\.\‘ . o ri‘mt

] . w ),zi\} 3~ Iy
.
g 5
4

\s

AT e o
LOCATION MAP

TAKEN FROM MISSOURI HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP

SOURCES
Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure No. 275000.1; "Missouri Census of 1840
(Cape Girardeau County); "1860 Federal Census" (Cape Girardeau County, Missouri); Cape Girardeau Plat Book 1 (1858); Cape
Girardeau County Court Record W: page 141 (3 March 1908), page 142 (3 March 1908), page 286 (5 August 1908), page 349 (1
October 1908) - located at Cape Girardeau County Courthouse, Jackson MO; Southeast Missourian "Burfordville Bridge Opens After
Repairs” (17 November 1985), "Burfordville... Then and Now" (23 March 1986); National Register of Historic Places Inventory -
Nomination Form: "Burfordville Covered Bridge" 5 March 1970); field inspection by Richard Collier, 26 March 1992.

INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Michelle Crow-Dolby Fraserdesign, Loveland CO 12 May 1992
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